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Abstract 

 

Among amber items which have been found upon the site of Okhta 1 there are some which are 

usually interpreted as bijou (i.e.: as pendants), but actually look much alike fishing lures and 

fishing plugs. Also it is notable that amber items which can be interpreted as lures are usually 

found upon the sites located near sea or near rivers/lkes. For instance, amber lures much alike 

those of Okhta 1 have been found upon such Neolithic sites of Latvia as Sarnate and 

Dzedziekste (the first one is located near the sea and the second one was located near a 

river/lake). Also alike item has been found upon the site of Putkinskaya (located near the coast 

of White Sea).  
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1. Introduction  

 

The site of Okhta 1 (see fig. 1) was excavated in 2000-s. The site is interesting because it is the 

first Neolithic site upon the territory of Saint-Petersburg.  

 

 
 

Fig. 1 The location of the site of Okhta 1 (image has been made after Bing maps screenshot)  
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Russian archaeologists initially thought that the site was a settlement, but later geological 

studies of the site opened that the location was under the water during the Neolithic period 

(Bazarova et al. 2010). 

In the Neolithic period the site of Okhta 1 was a shoal gulf of Littorina sea, and the location was 

actively used as a lucky place of fishery.   

 

There have been found the following items: remains of fish weirs, stone implements, and things 

made of amber interpreted by archaeologists as bijou.  

 

It should be specially noted that any item of Stone Age should be interpreted not just as a 

material artifact, but also should be interpreted in the context of the ideas of Stone Age culture. 

In our times bijou is usually nothing else, but just a decoration, but in Ancient epochs bijou 

could have other connotations. We should refrain from projecting of our contemporary notion to 

the Neolithic cultures. The people of Neolithic epoch could understand the value of different 

unusual items and they had certain notion of beauty, but they wore bijou not just in order to 

decorate themselves, but also in order to set up a good contact with local spirits which were 

thought to be responsible for success in hunting/fishing and other vital activities. Contacts with 

local spirits were a part of technique/technology from the point of view of Neolithic people. And 

also items considered as bijou could have ultimate utilitarian use.  

 

In the current paper I am going to make an attempt to clarify the issue of practical usage of 

amber items in the site of Okhta 1 that was a fishery. 

 

2. Amber bijou from the site of Okhta 1 

 

It is said that upon the site of Okhta 1 have been found  69  amber items (Gusentsova, Sorokin 

2011: 430), however, for an unknown reason in that paper by Gusentsova and Sorokin have 

been shown only 22 of them.  

 

Amber bijou of Okhta 1 can be subdivided to three groups.  

The first group – pendants of a rectangular or oval shape with rounded corners or end (see fig 2. 

2 – 4, 16); fixing hole is located on the narrow end, and the hole more often was drilled on one 

side; sizes of the items are the following: 4.0 – 2.1 × 1.3 – 2.0 cm, thickness is 0.7 – 1.1 cm 

(Gusentsova, Sorokin 2011: 430). 

 

The second group – pendants of trapezoidal form with oval cross-section and one or rarely two 

fixing holes. (fig 2: 1, 5, 10); sizes of these items are the following: Размеры 3.2–2.2 × 1.3–2.2 

cm. And there are also four pendants of larger sizes (about 7,2–5,0 × 1,8–2,6 cm). The thickness 

is about 0.5 – 0.9 cm (Gusentsova, Sorokin 2011: 431). 

 

The third group contains of buttons (round beads). It is reported that more than half of them 

have been found near the remains of a burial (Gusentsova, Sorokin 2011: 431). However there is 

no information about this burial and no maps showing the location of the burial has been 

represented.  

The buttons had different sizes: half of them had diameter about 1.4 – 1.5 cm, other had 

diameter 1.7 – 2.0 cm.  

 

The cross-section is lenticular, thickness 0.3–0.5 cm (Fig. 2: 6–9, 11–15, 17–22). One button 

has notches along the edge. On the back of the items were drilled two oncoming channels which 

formed a V-shaped hole through which a string was stretched for hanging. 
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Fig. 2. Amber bijou from the site of Okhta 1 (image source – Gusentsova, Sorokin 2011: 446) 

 

3. Interpretations 

 

Among amber items found upon the site of Okhta 1 especially interesting are oblong objects (fig. 

2 items 1 and 5), their length is about 5 - 7 cm. These items are usually interpreted as 

pendants/bijou; however, I suppose that these items could be lures.  

 

These items looks much alike contemporary lures and wobblers/fishing plugs (see fig. 3, 4) and 

much alike lures of Pacific islands (fig. 5). 

 

 
 

Fig. 3. A fishing lure (photo by the author) 
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Fig. 4. Wobblers (photo by the author) 

 

 
 

Fig. 5 Fishing lures from Pacific island (image source – Beasley 1928: 146)  

 

It looks highly possible that amber was spread among the cultures of fishers since amber items 

haven’t been found in early agricultural sites. Thus, it looks like amber was somehow connected 

with fishing.  
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And it is especially notable that almost the same items as amber lures of Okhta 1 have been 

found upon the sites of Sarnate and Dzedziekste (fig. 6, 7) which were also located near sea or 

relatively big rivers/lakes.  

It is noteworthy also that the whole complex of amber bijou of the site of Okhta 1 is very close 

to that of Sarnate (Gusentsova, Sorokin 2011: 431).  

And amber was also spread to some settlements located further eastward than Okhta 1, for 

instance, much alike amber lures have been in the site of Putkinskaya (fig. 8) that is located near 

the coast of White Sea.  

 

Fig. 6. Amber items from the site of Sarnate (image source – Bērziņš 2008: 120) 

 

Fig. 7. Oval amber item from the site of Dzedziekste settlement, Middle Neolithic; length: 9.1 

cm (image source – Loze 2002: 78)   
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Fig. 8. Amber pendant from the site of Putkinskaya (image source – Zhul’nikov 2008: 140) 

These items also look much alike contemporary lures/wobblers.   

 

Fig. 9. Approximate location of Sarnate and Dzedziekste sites (map has been made after Google 

maps screenshot)  
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Fig. 10. Map showing approximate location of the site of Putkinskaya (map has been made after Bing 

maps screensot)  
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