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Abstract  
 
In the last decade we can see a notable rise of ethnic separatist and regionalist movements in 
Russia. These movements can be conventionally subdivided into two types: ethnic separatist 
movements and regionalist movements. These movements have the following characteristic 
features: 1) negative attitude toward Russian culture 2) ignoring facts of 
history/ethnology/linguistics and inventing an ideal history of an ethnic group/a region, 3) 
adherence to Nazi like ideologies. Such movements aren’t well organized yet; most often they 
are just clubs of interest, and also such movements have little impact on the current cultural, 
social landscapes. However, the existence and fairly widespread distribution of such 
movements is a sign of a deep economic, social and ideological crisis that exists in Russian 
society. To solve this problem, a set of measures is required. I suppose that the anthropological 
community could watch the situation and could come up with some recommendations. 
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1. Introduction  
 
In the last decade we can see a notable rise of ethnic separatist and regionalist movements in 
Russia. These movements can be conventionally subdivided into two types: ethnic separatist 
movements and regionalist movements. Regionalist movements usually speak about regional 
identities and don’t consider ethnic components as significant. However, sometimes it can be 
hard to determine a strict border between these two types. Needless to say that all such 
movements are well represented in social networking sites. In this paper I am going to 
summarize my observations and to give a general outline of such movements.  
 
2. Ethnic separatist movements  
 
Most of the ethnic separatist movements have appeared inside ethnic groups speaking Finno-
Ugric or Turkic language. Ethnic separatist movements are well represented in Finno-Ugric and 
Turkic national republics of Russian Federation.  
Also there are some cases of ethnic separatism based on constructed ethnicities.  
An interesting case is that one day representatives of one of such constructed ethnic groups 
have been taken seriously by a European organization and were invited to participate in a 
congress. I consider this case as a logical outcome of the constructivist approach toward the 
determination of ethnicity based on the ideas of Bourdieu and other so-called ‘leftist’ 
anthropologists. 
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If we speak about the ideologies of these movements, there are several key features 
represented in all such movements.  
 
The main feature of all these ethnic separatist movements is hatred toward Russia, Russian 
people, Russian culture, and the Russian language. In many texts, created by representatives of 
such movements, Russia is described only as an evil colonial state destroying ethnic cultures 
and languages.  
 
Another characteristic feature is the grossest perversion of facts of history, and also facts of 
ethnology/cultural anthropology, and linguistics; and also a commitment to various 
obscurantist ideas.  
An illustrative example is, for instance, the case when Mordovian ethnic separatists 
aggressively state that there are no Mordva, but only Erzya and Moksha which are considered 
as separated ethnic groups while actually they are just subgroups of Mordovian ethnicity and 
definitely are closely related.  
Sometimes ethnic separatists deny the fact that Russian language belong to Slavic groups or 
even deny the fact of existence of Slavic group of languages at all.  
Every ethnic separatist movement has its own ideal version of history in which the 
corresponding ethnic group is considered as originating from very deep antiquity (from the 
Mesozoic  Mesolithic period).  
 
And the third characteristic feature of ethnic separatist ideologies is the anti-liberal agenda 
and adherence to different Nazi like ideologies. This point is especially anecdotic if we take into 
account the fact that ethnic separatists always complain that the Russian authorities are 
stifling their freedoms.   
 
3. Regionalist movements  
 
As for so-called regionalist movements they usually consider their regional identity as 
significantly different from the Russian or even as having nothing to do with Russian identity. 
Regional identity is usually considered as ‘European’ or as a ‘bearer of democratic world view’ 
while Russian identity is considered as ‘Asian’ or as a ‘bearer of totalitarian world view’.  
Regionalists demonstrate very negative attitude toward Russian state (especially to the state of 
Soviet period). They usually call Russian state Moskovia. And according to regionalists Russian 
state has nothing to do with other Slavic or European states since it has originated from 
Golden Horde.  
 
Regionalists, as well as ethnic separatists, like to invent ideal history of their region and even 
ideal history of a family. From my point of view the most illustrative example is regionalist 
movement existing in Saint Petersburg and wider in Russian Northwest. Representatives of this 
movement originating from descendants of serfs moved to Saint Petersburg after 1917 
seriously consider themselves as descendants of aristocracy of Novgorod republic and suppose 
they can edify the others.  
 
Although the regionalists claim that they are carriers of democratic European ideas, they treat 
modern Europe as negatively as they do to the Russian state. And just as they uphold the ideal 
history of their region, they build an ideal image of Europe, which is very different from the 
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real modern Europe (they dream about White and Christian Europe). In general, the regionalist 
ideology is largely based on racist and Nazi ideas. 
 
4. Some preliminary conclusions  
 
The existence and fairly widespread distribution of such movements speaks of a deep 
economic, social and ideological crisis that exists in Russian society. 
Fortunately the above described movements are not well organized yet; most often they are 
just clubs of interest, and also such movements have very little impact on the current cultural, 
social and political landscapes.  
However, it cannot be said with certainty that they will not be able to exert influence in the 
future, it should be taken into account that the corresponding communities on social networks 
are quite numerous (they can consist of thousands and even tens of thousands of people). 
Usually well-organized groups begin to engage in overtly extremist activities and come to the 
attention of law enforcement agencies. 
The fact that new groups of similar themes emerge means that such ideologies gradually 
spread. This cannot but be alarming, because it is known from history that the widespread 
dissemination of ultra-right ideologies always ended in great social catastrophes. To solve this 
problem, an integrated approach (a set of measures) is required. I suppose that the 
anthropological community could watch the situation and could come up with some 
recommendations. 
 

 

 

 


