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Abstract 
 
Aleuts are the indigenous people of the Alaska Peninsula. They speak the Aleut language, but 
only 96 fluent speakers remain anywhere, with the largest concentration on the island of Atka 
in the central Aleutians. On Atka and Bering Islands is spoken Western or Atkan dialect. The 
differences between Western and Eastern dialects are not fundamental. There are some 
differences in the lexical composition, syntax, and some morphological differences. The 
Bilingual Education Act of 1967 opened up the possibility of teaching in American schools on 
languages other than English. The Alaska Native Language Study Center, initiated by Michael 
Krauss at the University of Alaska at Fairbanks, produces textbooks and other literature in the 
Aleut language. However, since the 1980s, there have been no new Aleut language textbooks 
for the Alaskan school system. And in recent years the Aleut language was excluded from the 
school curriculum.   
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1. Overview 
 
Aleuts are the indigenous people who historically lived throughout the Aleutian Islands, and 
the far western part of the Alaska Peninsula. 
 
During the first part of the 19th century, the Russian-American Company administered a large 
portion of the North Pacific throughout a Russian-led expansion of the fur trade. 
Many Aleut families were resettled from Atka Island to the Bering Island, from Attu Island to 
the Copper Island, from the Fox Islands to the Pribilof Islands by the Russian-American 
Company in several steps during this period. The settlement areas of Aleuts today are located 
on the Aleutian Islands, the Pribilof Islands (USA), and also on the Commander Islands (Russia). 
The total number of Aleuts today is slightly less than 6 thousand people: of which about 700 
are in the Russian Federation and about 5 thousand in the United States. (Golovko 1996) 
 
Aleut people speak the Aleut language, as well as English and Russian in the United States and 
Russia respectively. An estimated 150 people in the United States and five people in Russia 
speak Aleut. (Bergsland  1997) But according to the Aleutian Pribilof Islands Association, only 
96 fluent speakers of remain anywhere, with the largest concentration on the island of Atka in 
the central Aleutians. 
 
The language belongs to the Eskimo-Aleut language family and includes three dialects: Eastern 
Aleut, spoken on the Eastern Aleutian, Fox, and Pribilof Islands; Western (or Atkan), spoken on 
Atka and Bering Islands; and the now extinct Attuan dialect. 
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All Aleut dialects are quite close to each other. A special position was occupied by the dialect of 
Attu Island: it had the largest number of phonetic and morphological differences from modern 
Western and Eastern dialects. The differences between Western and Eastern dialects are not 
fundamental. There are some differences in the lexical composition, syntax (optional 
agreement of the predicate and the topic in the Eastern dialect - possibly as a result of the 
influence of the Russian and English languages). Of the morphological differences, the most 
noticeable: the plural affix in the western dialect -s, in the eastern -n; there are also minor 
morphological differences in the verbal paradigm of the first conjugation (e.g.: -xtin instead of -
xt). 
 

 
 
Fig. 1. Map showing the region where Aleut language is spread and the location of places 
mentioned in the text (the map has been made after Google maps screenshot)  
 
2. The Aleut language education  
 
The Bilingual Education Act of 1967 opened up the possibility of teaching in American schools 
on languages other than English, and this has significantly improved the situation. The Alaska 
Native Language Study Center, initiated by Michael Krauss at the University of Alaska at 
Fairbanks, produces textbooks and other literature in the Aleut language. School programs are 
drawn up, literacy seminars are held, and teachers are consulted. An extensive archive has 
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been created, the funds of which contain almost all currently known printed and handwritten 
documents that have anything to do with the languages of the indigenous population of 
Alaska, including Aleut. However, since the 1980s, there have been no new Aleut language 
textbooks for the Alaskan school system. 
Unfortunately, in recent years, on the initiative of the Alaska authorities (based on economic 
reasons), the Aleut language was excluded from the school curriculum. (Golovko 1996) 
 
Until the 1980s, the Aleut language was never taught at school in the Commander Islands. The 
first attempt at elective teaching of the Aleut language (Atkan dialect) in the lower grades was 
made in 1983-85 by Valentina Sergeevna Sushkova using a typed textbook. After 1988, there 
were several attempts to resume teaching. In addition to the aforementioned manual, an 
unpublished Aleut-Russian dictionary was used, as well as an educational Aleut-Russian and 
Russian-Aleut dictionary (Golovko 1994). The reason for the failure to establish Aleut language 
teaching was a lack of personnel: none of the young Aleut teachers who tried to organize the 
classes spoke fluently, and it was not always possible to invite elders to classes as assistants. 
(Golovko, Vakhtin, Asinovsky 2009) 
 
3. Conclusion 
 
Nowadays a huge problem is the lack of new teaching materials on the Aleut language for 
kindergartens, schools, and adult learners. All materials published in the 70s and 80s are 
outdated. 
The educational system needs updated grammatical reference books, dictionaries, modern 
textbooks on the Aleut language, mathematics, literature, the development of the Aleut 
language vocabulary in linguistics, mathematics, physics, chemistry, biology, etc. 
This work will create a basis for the production of multimedia content: video films, audio 
books, radio broadcasts, computer games, modern literature, as well as for creating a language 
environment both on the Internet and in the community. 
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